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Price per printed copy  

● Welcome to the forty-sixth edition of “Notes from the Riverbank.”  

All contributions should be sent to Toria, the editor, by the 17th of each month at the usual email 

address webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com.  The on-line versions of the calendars are maintained 

by Glenn Cooke using the same email address.  Bookings for the church or Canterbury Room should be 

made by contacting Jenny Hall at jandjh2@btinternet.com.  We aim to produce the on-line and printed 

versions of each issue by the 25th of each month. 

 
 

 

 

Pastoral letter from our Bishop, Steven Croft 
 

Dear Friends 

It was very moving to attend the memorial service for Paul Boughton, your Vicar, on 

Friday 16th February.  The number of people there and the quality of the reflections 

spoke very highly of Paul: he was clearly much loved in the parishes where he 

served.  It was good to sense the support for Liz and for the family and see the warm 

hospitality and hard work of the home team in the Benefice.  Thank you to all who 

contributed to that sense of welcome.  Paul's love of life and of people came across 

very clearly to me during the service.  He was clearly someone who loved his Lord, 
who was widely trusted, who was a great encourager and enabler of others.  He will 

be greatly missed across the Benefice and more widely.  His family and the parishes 

will remain in the prayers of the wider Diocese in the coming months. 

 

I've been reflecting over recent months on the powerful story of the raising of Lazarus 

from the dead.  The story is right at the centre of the Gospel of John.  John tells the 

story to assure us of Christ's victory even over death which does not have the last 

word.  But John tells the story also to unpack for us what it means to live life to the 

full.  I've asked the whole Diocese to think about the story over the coming months. 

 

Abundant life, for Jesus, does not mean being busy or rich or famous (which is what 

many people think today).  Life in all its fullness is to live a life which is 

contemplative, compassionate and courageous: paying attention to deeper meanings 
and to the needs of others and living with hope for the future.  This is what it means 

to be a Christ-like Church. 

 

From the comments and conversations I had last week, Paul lived life to the full.  We 

give thanks for his life.  Together we mourn his death: the assurance of resurrection 
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doesn't take away the sorrow at parting or grief following the death of someone we 

love.  The most moving part of the story of the raising of Lazarus is the verse which 

simply says: "Jesus wept." 

 

Together, in time, we will look forward in hope and confidence to the future.  But in 

this season of mourning as a community, remember to be gentle and tender with one 
another, to offer space and understanding, to rest in God's love, to remember.  It's 

not a time, just yet, for beginning new things or to rush on to the next chapter but to 

be still and dwell deeply.  May God bless you and be with you as you walk together in 

this season. 

 Steven, Bishop of Oxford 

 

 
 

 

 Lent lunches 

St Mary's church is holding Lent lunches in March, the first at Stable Cottages, 

Wallingford Rd, Streatley on Wednesday 14th March at 12:30pm; the second at 

Gatehampton Manor, Goring, at 12:30 pm.  The menu will be simple: soup, bread, 

cheese and fresh fruit.  

 
Voluntary contributions will go to St Mary's housekeeping funds and to our mission 

partner in Honduras.  There is a list to sign at the back of the church if you would like 

to attend so that we have some idea of numbers. 

Diana Fenton 
 

 
 

 

Benefice Prayer Breakfasts 

For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them. (Matt. 18:20) 

The Benefice Prayer Breakfasts are held in the Canterbury Room in Goring on the 

third Saturday of each month.  Everyone is welcome!  We share a simple breakfast 

from 8.30am until 9.00am and then have a time of prayer, finishing promptly at 
9.45am. 

 

Some members of St Thomas's Church have been meeting for breakfast and to pray 

together for several years and our late vicar, Paul, was anxious that these Prayer 

Breakfasts should become Benefice events, so that our three congregations could 

support each other in prayer. 

 

The main focus of the prayers will be for guidance in the things we are currently 

doing in our parishes and for help to see where we should be going.  This is even 

more important now as we enter a period of interregnum.  (If anyone has personal or 

family problems for which they would like prayers, they can speak to the leader who 

will arrange for someone to pray with them after the meeting.)   
 

I know that many of you feel shy about praying in a group but I can assure you that 

no-one will be asked to pray out loud if they don't want to.  The leader will usually 
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begin with a few Bible verses and some opening prayers and then invite others to 

pray as they feel moved.  Some may like to bring a prayer to read out, others might 

pray extemporarily, while others may just like to listen and say ‘Amen'.  There will 

also be periods of silence as we try to listen to what God is saying to us. 

 

If you would like to give it a try, just sign up on the Sunday before, or leave a 
message on my phone: 871493.  Praying together is an important part of our 

corporate life as a benefice.  Can I invite you, in your personal prayers, to ask God if 

he wants you to join with members of your church family to eat and pray once a 

month? 

Judith Aguda 
 
 

 

 

 

Goring Chamber Choir presents "Ubi Caritas": Songs for a Nordic Easter 

Sunday 25th March at 3pm in St Mary's Church, Streatley, accompanied by Michael 

Howell. 
 

Easter songs from northern countries rejoice especially in spring sunshine and 

flowers.  Reflective music from Canada, Iceland, Norway and Sweden combines with 

seasonal English music for Evensong, with texts from our great poets.  The Choir will 

sing this music in Jonkoping and Vadstena in Sweden during the week after Easter. 

 

Tickets £12 and £10 from Inspiration, Goring, from a choir member, or on the door. 

 Graeme Pearce 

 
 

 
 

 

Age UK Oxfordshire: Late Spring 
Late Spring is a network of support groups run by Age UK Oxfordshire for anyone 

aged 60+ who has been bereaved.  We are very informal and meet twice monthly 

over coffee and cake to support each other as we mourn.  We try to be light hearted 

when we can, and the aim of the group is to support you by being with others who 

understand and to be a place where you can just be yourself without putting on a 

brave face.  The new Goring group has just been formed and meets on the 2nd and 4th 

Monday of the month from 10.30am–12pm at Towse Court Hobbies room, Icknield 

Place, Goring, RG8 0DN.  Please come and join us; we shall give you a very warm 

welcome! 

Ann Hart 
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 Readership survey to influence future of the Door 
Do you read the diocesan newspaper?  With newspapers across the 

country changing the way that they publish, the Diocese is taking a 

moment to look at how and why it publishes the Door.  Our 

congregation is among the many thousands of people who receive the 

Door each month so the editorial team is keen to hear from us.  Please 

take a moment to complete this survey:  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ENreadersurvey 

More information about this is available on the Diocese web site: 
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/support-services/communications/the-door/ 

 Forwarded to Riverbank by Brenda Kerr Muir 
 

 

 

 

Matt Lowe cello recital 

Matt Lowe, Director of Music at Bradfield College 

and one of Britain's leading cellists is giving a 

recital at St Thomas' Church, Goring-on-Thames 
at 3pm on Sunday 18th March in aid of the Church 

Organ Fund. 

http://www.mattlowecellist.com/  
 

The recital will include Mendelssohn's Sonata in D and Martinu's Slovak Variations, 

and John Paul Ekins will be accompanying Matt on the piano.  Tickets are £12, £10 

concessions available from Inspirations, from Elizabeth Parkinson (872020), or on the 

door. 

 Elizabeth Parkinson 
 

 
 

 

 

Celebrating the music of John Rutter 

John Rutter is one of the most famous British composers of the 
20th Century.  Writing mainly choral works, he has written carols, 

anthems and larger works such as his Gloria and Requiem.  His 

anthems are hugely popular and sung regularly by many Church 

and secular choirs. 

 

In celebration of John Rutter's 70th birthday which was on the 24th September 2015, 

we are holding a service of praise at 4pm on Sunday 4th October at St Thomas' 

Church, Goring-on-Thames.  The United Benefice choir will be singing many of 

Rutter's most well-loved anthems including All things bright and beautiful and 

Amazing Grace.  Do come and join us! 

 Elizabeth Parkinson 

Submitted and published in error -- Toria 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ENreadersurvey
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/support-services/communications/the-door/
http://www.mattlowecellist.com/
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Gary Jordan Concert  

Gary Jordan gave a brilliant classical guitar concert at St Mary's on the 24th February.  
Despite the very cold day which even made the guitar too cold and difficult to tune, 

there was an excellent turn-out and the audience were very enthusiastic. 

 

 
 

Gary played a program of pieces by Dowland, Sor, Wills, Debussy, Rutter, Albeniz, 

Barrios and Merlin, thus demonstrating the wide range and repertoire of the classical 

guitar with lovely tunes, many of which were technically extremely difficult.  

 
The second half of the concert was of Spanish classical guitar music which 

transported us all from a cold February evening to the heat and sunshine of Spain, 

finishing with Merlin's Suite de Recuerdo which was generally voted the favourite 

piece of the night.   

 

We very much hope that Gary can come back and play for us again in 2020, which is 

when we next have free bookings! 

 Stella 
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Benefice Calendar - March 2018 
    

Goring 

 

Streatley 
South  

Stoke 

Su.   4th      Lent 3 Holy Communion  8.00 11.15  

 Family breakfast (Canterbury Room) 8.45   

 Family Service 9.30  11.15 

 Evensong  16.00   

Tu.  6th   South Stoke Prayer meeting @ Crossways   14.30 

We. 7th  Midweek Holy Communion and coffee 10.30   

 Streatley PCC - 8pm @ Gatehampton Manor    

Su.   11th 
 

Lent 4 
Mothering Sunday 

Holy Communion 9.30 
8.00 & 
11.15 11.15 

 Discoverers 17.00   

We.  14th   Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   

 South Stoke PCC - 8pm @ Crossways    

Th.   15th   Pick-a-Flick & Lunch – ‘Esio Trot’ 10.30   

Sa.   17th   Benefice Prayer Breakfast (Canterbury Room) 8.30   

Su.  18th    Lent 5 Holy Communion 8.00 11.15  

 Good News service 9.30   

 Mattins   11.15 

 Concert – Matt Lowe, cello 15.00   

We.  21st          Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   

 South Stoke Coffee Morning   10.30 

  Goring PCC - 8pm in the Canterbury room    

Sa.   24th   Marriage of James & Danielle 12.00   

Su.   25th     Palm Sunday Holy Communion 9.30 8.00  11.15 

 Mattins with procession before service and  

refreshments afterwards in the Morrell Room 
 11.15  

 Discoverers 17.00   

Tu.   27th   Easter schools’ event 10.00   

We.  28th     Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   

Th.   29th  Maundy Thursday  Holy Communion with foot washing   20.00 

Fri.   30th  Good Friday Meditation 14.00   

 3.15 @ The Lock    

 Compline   18.00 

Sa.   31st  Easter Eve Coffee & Cake (Canterbury Room) 10.30   
 Easter Vigil  20.00  

Su.   1st       Easter Day Holy Communion  8.00 11.00 11.00 

 Family breakfast (Canterbury Room) 8.45   

 Family Communion 9.30   

 Evensong  16.00   
 
The Alpha course continues on Thursday evenings at 7:30pm in the Canterbury Room until 22nd March 
For more details: call the Vicarage (875651) or look at the Website www.thomandmary.org.uk. 

http://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

