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     Over 30 of us were 
fortunate to be in 
The Canterbury room on 
Saturday 15 June for 
breakfast and the chance to 
hear Mike Hill, Bishop of 
Bristol.  Few of us are likely 
to forget the insights that 
Bishop Mike shared. He 
took us through his 
conversion at the age of 18 
when he was a truculent 
teenager in Manchester 

who had never been to church; his first parish in Slough where 
the church was twice burned down; his remarkable journey of 
faith and service until his appointment to Bishop of Bristol 
with a seat in the House of Lords and an international ministry 
that challenges and inspires Christians to preach the word ‘in 
season and out of season’.  Mike quoted the words of Gregg 
Levoy whose poem, ‘The common cold of the soul’, contains 
these lines: 
 

 '...Abilities and gifts that never get cultivated and deployed  
Until weeks become months and months turn into years... 

...And you realize there was a world of desperate need 

And a great God calling you to be part of something bigger 
than yourself - 

You see the person you could have become but did not; 

You never followed your calling. 
You never got out of the boat’. 
      What a challenge to each of us as we prepare for the mission 
in September!   

     Richard Norman 



3 

 

 

 Pastoral letter - True Greatness 
'An argument arose among them as to which one 
of them was the greatest.  But Jesus, aware of 
their inner thoughts, took a little child and put it 
by his side,  and said to them, ‘Whoever 
welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me; for the least among all of you is the 
greatest.’         Luke 9.46-48 
 

     What is ‘greatness’?  You might think of an inspiring 
and encouraging teacher, a loving and supportive 
parent or a trusted and loyal friend – someone who 
showed greatness of character?  We live in a society in 
which a huge amount of time and energy is invested in 
order to establish who is the best, the most attractive, 
the richest, the cleverest, the greatest.   
     I wouldn’t deny for a minute that healthy 
competition is a good thing which helps prepare us for 
the reality of the workplace and for life as a whole.  I 
am concerned, however, as to the fate of those who are 
deemed not to have met the necessary grade – those 
who are judged by other people to lack any sense of 
greatness.  After all, is life simply a process of the 
survival of the fittest?  And does God value human 
beings in a similar fashion?   
     In the Bible passage the first followers of Jesus, the 
disciples, have been arguing amongst themselves as to 
which one of them is the greatest.  Jesus is not 
impressed at their behaviour.  He challenges them - 
and us - by his response both in word and action.   
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     Always keen to make people think for themselves, 
and so reach a proper understanding of his teaching, 
Jesus takes a little child and puts it to his side.  Children 
then (as now) were vulnerable and amongst the 
weakest members of society; they lacked a voice and 
needed protection.   
     ‘Whoever welcomes this child in my name,’ says 
Jesus, ‘welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me [God the Father]; 
for the least among all of you is the greatest.’   
     The point is made for the squabbling, status-seeking 
disciples: there is no place for selfish ambition in the 
Kingdom of God.  They have to learn that the only way 
to serve God is to serve others - especially those in 
desperate need.  
     Jesus instructs his disciples in how relationships 
should be lived-out.  The same principles apply in our 
day. Compassion, mercy and love should be the 
hallmarks of a Christian’s life. Moreover, God alone will 
determine whether we have supported others, and so 
attained greatness.  And such greatness is not meant 
for ourselves but to the glory of God.  
     Thank you for all that we have shared over these 
past years.  Take care to live in unity and to follow the 
way of Jesus Christ.  Only set priorities which matter in 
God’s Kingdom.   
     Finally, with the Holy Spirit at your side, search out 
the excluded, the marginalised and the lost, and share 
with all the love and grace of God. 
     In Jesus’ name. 

 Revd Mark Blamey 
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St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
 

     Operation SatNav is fast approaching! Clear 

your diary now for September and come to as many 
events as you can. Bring your friends and family - everyone 
is welcome. You can pick up a leaflet of events happening at St 
Thomas' but here is the timetable of exciting things to come: 
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   Dust Busting at St Thomas'  
 

Saturday 3 August from 9.00-14.00hrs  
and Monday 5 August from 9.00am onwards 

 

     In preparation for Operation SatNav, the Dust Busting team 
is going into action again and are looking for some extra help. 
We would like the church to be sparkling when visitors come 
for all the events planned in September, so let's get together 
and see what we can do. There will, of course, be a variety of 
jobs to be done. 
     For those that like a challenge, come on Saturday and tackle 
cobwebs in high places! There will be easier jobs at or below 
eye level as well. On Monday there will be tasks that can be 
undertaken whilst sitting down, dusting the bookshelves, 
under the pews, for example, or vacuuming the kneelers. 
     Please do get in touch if you think you can help even for a 
short time. Many hands make light work and there is a very 
cheeful atmosphere with refreshments provided. Contact me if 
you would like to help or just turn up on the day. Thank you. 

 Jenny Boyd (872109) 
  

  Help! – last call for old Parish Magazines 

      Goring Parish has had a church and 
parish magazine since at least 1886 and I 
have made good use of the earlier editions 
while revising the out of print church 
history.  A parish magazine often allows 
the historian to get behind the official 
record where one exists and manage 
without it where it does not.  No wonder 

that parish magazines are among the relatively few church 
records officially recommended for permanent deposit in the 
local record office.  
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     The need to clear the Vicarage after Mark’s departure has 
forced me to see what copies of recent magazines have 
survived.  There are some worrying and surprising gaps.  We 
seem to have nothing for the years 1977 to 1997 and between 
May 2003 and June 2010, when the UB magazine was 
launched.  If anyone has kept any old parish magazines, 
particularly those covering the missing years, please contact 
me.  Thank you. 

 Garry Alder (875114) 

 Altar frontals 
     Differing colours of altar frontals and pulpit 'falls' mark the 
progress of the Church year, reminding us of the following:  

 Celebration (white and gold) 
 Penitence (purple),  
 Saints' days (red)  
 and 'normal' (green).  

     My team and I are all retiring at the end of the ecclesiastical 
year after 5 years' service. None of us feels physically able to 
continue. This means volunteers are needed please to start 
work in Advent (1 Dec 2013). I am willing to advise, not to do, 
for a year.  (Editor's note for new volunteers: please speak to 
Catherine after one of St Thomas' Church main services). 

 Catherine Dowden 
 

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’ Church 
      Sunday 14 July - Second Sight 

      Second Sight is 
a new charity 
for St Thomas’.  It 
was founded only 

in 2000 by former journalist, Dr Lucy Mathen. You might have 
seen her when she came to the Morrell Room last year and 
showed a film. This remarkable woman, while re-training as an 
ophthalmologist in India in 1996, first realised the enormous 
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scale of unnecessary cataract blindness, especially in the 
remote and impoverished areas of Orissa and Bihar. The 
necessary equipment and paramedical support were available 
but the surgeons were not. Second Sight was set up initially to 
fund the dispatch of volunteer western eye-surgeons to a few 
carefully chosen rural hospitals, many of them Christian. The 
results have been dramatic. In the first eight years 30,000 men, 
women and children have been given, or given back, their sight 
free of charge.  Last year, more than twice that number had 
successful surgery in Second Sight hospitals.    
     There is at last a very real prospect that cataract blindness 
can be entirely ended in these areas by 2020. As well as 
western surgeons, the charity is now reinforcing the work by 
providing equipment, training, vehicles and education, 
especially for girls.  The success and quality of the work and its 
potential for alleviating rural poverty is at last encouraging 
some Indian eye-surgeons to leave the cities for work in the 
smaller hospitals of the remote rural areas.  This is a heart-
warming success story which deserves your generous support 
when the collection is taken on the 14thJuly.  Not a penny of 
anything you give will be spent on administration or 
advertising. 

  Garry Alder  
 

     Sunday 11 August - Water Aid 
     WaterAid is an international non-
governmental organisation. Its 
mission is to transform lives by 

improving access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation in the 
world's poorest communities. Please give generously on 
August 11th to this worthy cause. Thank you. 

 

 

 Tiz Garnett 
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St Mary’s Church 
 

 Friends of St Mary's  
 

"Tea in a Marquee with Music" 
 

Monday 15 July     3.00 - 6.00pm 
at Chaddleworth, Streatley, RG8 9PR 

(down the Cleeve Court Rd/past 
Streatley's Recreation Ground) 

Come and have sandwiches, cake and 
scone with tea or coffee for a donation of £6.  All proceeds go to 

the fabric of St Mary's Church, Streatley.    
Everyone welcome - bring a friend!   

Further information from Susan Carter (874397),  
Jane Knight (872397)  

or Sarah Brownlee (872477). 
 

 Organ recital by Christian Haigh on Saturday 
10 August at 7.30pm.  

Everyone is welcome! 
    Christian is kindly returning to perform for 
us all at St Mary's, Streatley.  
     The pieces will be: Fantasia in G major by 
Bach; Hymn Prelude on Rhosymedre by 

Vaughan Williams; O Mensch Bewein Dein Sunde Gross by 
Bach; Nun Danket by Karg-Elert; Jesu Joy by Bach; Fugue 
based on 'Ah, vous dirai-je, Maman' anon, tune by Mozart; 
Air from Water Music by Handel and C Minor Fantasia & 
Fugue by Bach.   Christian's concert will go towards the costs 
of his being a music student. Tickets £10/£7/£5 or concessions 
£9/£6/£4 from stmarysconcerts@hotmail.co.uk or on the door. 
Bring a friend! 

mailto:stmarysconcerts@hotmail.co.uk


10 

 

St Andrew's Church 
     The exact date to begin the work at St Andrew's Church in 
South Stoke is not fixed yet but expected to be in August.  
Therefore the church will close to all but the main Sunday 
services whilst the work goes on. Check the South Stoke 
newsletter for more details. The church is having a toilet and 
servery built. 

  

The United Benefice 
 

 New email address for the Benefice 
         Please note that from 1 July 2013 the Vicar's email 
 vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com will be replaced by  
stthomasmaryandrew@gmail.com. Until a new vicar is 
appointed, all on-line enquiries for the three churches can be 
made through this new email. They will be dealt with by the 
churchwardens and the ministry team.  

 

St Andrew's congregation, families and 
friends are warmly invited to attend any 

activities in September that are held at  
St Thomas' Church in Goring, as part of 

Operation SatNav outreach. This is a 
month of inspiring  Christian events, details 

of which may be found on the website 
(www-st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk)   

or pick up a pamphlet from St Thomas'. 
 

mailto:vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
mailto:vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
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 Website and future of 'From the Riverbank' 
1)     The United Benefice website will now be managed 
by Toria Marshall and Robin Middleton. They can be contacted 

via webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com or 

stthomasmaryandrew@gmail.com    
2)     From the Riverbank magazine will be replaced by a 
basic A4 news sheet which Toria has kindly volunteered to do, 
as a temporary solution until the new Vicar is appointed.  
Please send any articles to Toria at the above email addresses 
before the 17th of each month.  Toria will not be editing the 
wording of any articles, just cutting and pasting, so it is 
important that your grammar, spelling and punctuation are 
correct! The news sheet will be uploaded onto the web each 
month as usual. 

3)     The on-line calendars are managed by Glenn Cooke. 
Glenn also deals with the webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com 
email account.  
      Sue Melsher, the UB Parish Secretary, keeps a diary of all 
the events in the three churches and is the person to contact  
to book any event, at suemelsher@parkway.co.uk    Sue also 
compiles the monthly printable calendar; will print the news 
sheet and sends out the global email each month.  May I take 
this opportunity to thank Sue, Glenn, Toria and Robin for their 
commitment in maintaining this publicity tool for you.           

      Caroline Blamey 
 

 A VISION                 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 2013 

     Written by a current member of the church community in 
2003 during the last interregnum  
     Pastoral re-organisation was successfully completed in 2009 
and with St Andrew’s, South Stoke and St Mary’s Streatley we are 
now part of the Goring Gap Team Ministry. 
     In Goring and Streatley mission and witness have been 
renewed and re-energised by the two near neighbours working 

mailto:vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
mailto:vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
mailto:vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
mailto:suemelsher@parkway.co.uk
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effectively together for a common purpose. The two communities 
that share so many services, shops, library, health centre, trains 
etc are now sharing ‘one church’ albeit operating from two 
buildings. A ministry team of clergy and laity representing the 
three parishes plan aims, objectives and strategy and a worship 
team co-ordinates services. The three PCCs still meet to maintain 
their identity – and fabric! – and consider how best to contribute 
to the whole enterprise. 
     The refurbishment of St Thomas of Canterbury was finally 
completed last year and this offers a new dimension in terms of 
space and is already being used for young people’s services, plays 
and occasions when orchestra as well as choir is needed. 
     We have been able to employ a Team Secretary with much 
saving of clergy time. We only have one magazine. South Stoke 
too has benefitted from the larger ministry team and has 
continued to develop its preferred services. Now there is a shared 
team transport rota, more people are moving between the three 
parishes to the services of their choice and the quiet beauty of St 
Andrew’s is attracting a larger congregation. Last year we were 
able to start short once-a-week after school services for the 
parents and children in the Primary Schools, so we are looking 
towards the next ten years. 
 

 Christian Aid Week in our Benefice 

     Thank you to everyone who supported Christian Aid Week 
in May. The total raised this year throughout the benefice is 
now £4890 and extra donations are still filtering through.  The 
Discoverers set the ball rolling with their cake sale. Lots of 
people enjoyed Ann Moody’s bread & soup lunch (on the 
Tuesday after Christian Aid Week) and a total of 41 people 
collected house-to-house in our three villages.  The money we 
raised will help bring good things to people struggling to get 
by. It will help communities to have enough to eat, water to 
drink and hope for the future. Christian Aid has asked me to 

pass on heartfelt thanks.                       Wendy Middleton 
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 has a bright future 
  
     This very popular event has been running for eight years 
now.  It was Caroline Blamey’s idea and in early days The 
Vicarage was the venue and Whistle Down the Wind our first 
film. We moved on to The Belleme Room and from there to The 
Canterbury Room which has proved to be a welcoming and 
ideal space for the Pick-a-Flick cinema.  Our audiences have 
grown, the lunch menu continues to offer delicious soup and 
apple crumble and many of the same helpers are still involved. 
     Now that Caroline is moving on we realise just how much 
she has done to make this happy event run so smoothly.  We 
are now looking for a few more people to come and help 
us.  Whenever you are free and would like to help with serving 
coffee and lunch you would be most welcome. Even the offer of 
a crumble, soup or custard would be a great contribution.  We 
are a cheerful team and if you enjoy the movies you may like to 
be there in your seat, on the third Thursday morning of the 
month waiting for the lights to dim and the film to roll! 
     Thank you Caroline for your care, companionship and 
commitment.  We have a lot to thank you for and shall miss you 
very much but the show will go on!   
     For further information about coming to the films or offering 
help please contact me.                   

  Jenny Boyd (872109) 
 
 

 Discoverers' end of term summer party with 
Pangbourne Youth Group called JJs 
 

     As in previous years, both these Christian youth groups had 
a giant get together on Sunday 16 June for a spot of Rounders 
and relay games. The weather held and some 22 exuberant 
youths descended on the Rectory Gardens to play one of Toria 
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Marshall's inventions: the "mad scientists' relay race". This 
involved teams dressing up in lab coats, white shoes and hats 
and running like the wind!  

      
     Although the game of Rounders dates back to Tudor times, 
today this match was played with modern bats covered in 
special shock absorbing, colourful materials. The result was 
many satisfying hits across the 'pitch' and more running like 
the wind.  Clearly, for one or two players it was all rather too 
much! (See last page). 
      Back in The Canterbury Room the group was greeted by the 
smell of tasty hot dogs smothered in Ketchup and sizzling 
onions. Rev. Luci Heyn gave a Thought For The Day based 
around the theme of  'Giving', which had been the Discoverers' 
theme for the whole term. Luci discussed the notion of God 
giving everything to us in abundance and our response being to 
give of ourselves and our gifts to God and to think of how we 
might give to others in the coming week. We ended the session 
with a fun newspaper game of Wendy Middleton's.  

 Caroline Blamey 
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 Harvest Service and Tea with Tilehurst 
Methodist Church 

      For some years the United 
Benefice has enjoyed sharing the 
Easter morning day break service 
on Lardon Chase with members of 
Tilehurst Methodist Church.  In the 
last two years this has included 
sharing a very welcome breakfast 

afterwards in the Morrell Room.  Our hospitality has been 
much appreciated by members of Tilehurst Methodist Church. 
They would now like us to join them on the afternoon 
of Sunday 15 September for tea and a service to celebrate 
harvest. Full details to follow shortly.  Please contact Ian 
Wallace (871457) if you able to come along. 

 Revd Luci Heyn 

 Reading Bach Choir concert: From Tallis to 
Tormis at St Thomas' Church, Goring on Saturday 6 July at 
7.30pm.   The Choir returns to Goring with music from Tudor 
England to present day Estonia. The well-known and beloved 
music of Thomas Tallis and William Byrd is combined with the 
chance to hear the contemporary Estonian composers, Sisask 
and Tormis. The St Johns Day Songs are for Midsummer’s Eve - 
the most important feast in Estonia which marks the beginning 
of haymaking. The name comes from Catholic tradition, the 
feast and its rituals date further back and include the lighting of 
bonfires then eating, drinking and leaping over the flames. 
Choral singing has a strong tradition in Estonia and these 
settings incorporate folk tunes with tremendously vibrant 
rhythms.  Interval refreshments will be Prosecco and 
strawberries. Perfect for a summer’s evening. 
William Byrd - Vigilate, Laudibus in Sanctis and Haec Dies 
Thomas Tallis - Missa Salve Intemerata 
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Veljo Tormis - St John’s Day Songs 
Urmas Sisask - Benedictio 
£12, concessions £10, NUS £8, under 16 £5 
E-mail tickets@readingbachchoir.org.uk or Phone 0118 947 
8097  www.wegottickets.com/event/222929 
www.readingbachchoir.org.uk 
 

 Calling all Carers 

     At our June meeting,  Jo Kerridge of Nettlebed (Sue Ryder) 
Hospice, spoke about the ways in which the Hospice serves the 
families of clients, and sought the views of our members as to 
how carers can best be supported. The next meeting will be on 
August 15th at the Community Centre. All are welcome. 

 Ann Hart 

 The Liturgical Calendar 
7 July:  6th Sunday after Trinity         4 Aug: Transfiguration / 10th 
14 July: 7th   "           "         "          11 Aug: 11th Sunday after Trinity 
21 July: 8th   "           "         "                  18 Aug: 12th       "           "         "  
28 July: 9th   "           "         "          25 Aug: 13th       "           "         " 
 

 Enough Food for Everyone IF ... 
          On 8th June this 
year an estimated 
45,000 people turned 
out in London to 
demonstrate on 
behalf of the millions 
of people around the 
world who go to bed 
hungry every night. 
 The day began with a 

service at Methodist Central Hall in Westminster. This was so 
well attended that the hall was overflowing and many people 
had to be accommodated in other churches in the area.  The 

mailto:tickets@readingbachchoir.org.uk
http://www.wegottickets.com/
http://www.readingbachchoir.org.uk/
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service was followed by a Walk of Witness to Hyde Park where 
the main event was being held.  I was fortunate enough to be 
able to join the walk and hear some of the speakers in the park. 
 I met some people from Melton Mowbray who had come with 
a large group in a coach, and I spent the afternoon with them. 
 There were all kinds of activities taking place including a mock 
land auction  - Hyde Park for Sale! – which highlighted the 
plight of people whose land has been taken from them, making 
it impossible for them to feed themselves.   
     Speakers at the event included Bill Gates, Rowan Williams, 
Natasha Kaplinsky, Satish Kumar and Rabbi Laura Janner-
Klausner and there were special recorded messages from 
Justin Welby, David Beckham and Eddie Izzard.    
     The 'Enough Food for Everyone IF ...'  campaign was 
launched in January this year and follows hard on the heels of 
the 'Make Poverty History' campaign which started in 2005.   
It is supported by over 100 religious groups and aid 
organisations, such as Christian Aid, and its aims are to 
highlight the root causes of hunger and put pressure on 
governments to take action to eradicate it.  The campaign 
coincides with Britain once again assuming presidency of  
the G8.  
     On 8th June, as the demonstration was taking place, David 
Cameron was attending a G8 hunger summit meeting at which 
£2.7 billion were pledged to tackle hunger.  Since then, at the 
Main G8 meeting in Dublin, the problem of tax havens has been 
high on the agenda.  Billions of pounds flow out of poor 
countries into tax havens around the world – money which 
could be used to end hunger.  So it looks as if the G8 countries 
are at least listening, but there is a long way to go yet. 
     Next time there is an event like this, perhaps we can get 
together a group from the United Benefice to attend and help 
make a difference. 

 Judith Aguda, Licensed Lay Minister 
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Bible quote:  
 

     '...in your hearts, set apart 
Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, 
keeping a clear conscience, so 
that those who speak 
maliciously against your good 
behaviour in Christ may be 
ashamed of their slander.' 

1 Peter 3:15-16 

 

ARK PROPERTY 

SERVICES 

Plumbing 

Bathrooms 

Refurbishments 

Internal and External 

Maintenance 

Roofs and Gardens 

Call Paul Coakeley 

07881588203 / 

01189844480 

(sorry no gas work 
undertaken) 
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For all enquiries 01491 873128  

stthomasmaryandrew@gmail.com 
 

United Benefice church website 
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk 

www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk 
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk 

 
 

 Monthly green tip:   
    Plants are using the  
available water quite fast now - up  
to an inch per week at the hottest  
periods of summer.   When watering  
it's best to give one large quantity once a week rather 
than lots of small quantities every day.  Applied in the 
evening or very early morning maximises infiltration and 
minimises evaporation.  
     It's easy to overestimate the amount of water 
provided when using a sprinkler (which can give a very 
uneven spread) or watering can with a rose.  Try setting 
out shallow straight-sided containers within the target 
area to get a better estimate of how much you use.  
     Remember that if you have a thick organic mulch on 
the surface, this may intercept and absorb much of 
what you apply and it won't then reach the roots - you 
need to allow for this. Established lawns usually don't 
need watering at all. They nearly always green over 
again even if they look nearly dead in the middle of a 
drought.  Grass has tremendous recuperative ability. 

 

   Jenny and Tom Worthington 

mailto:Vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
http://www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk/
http://www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk/
http://www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk/
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Discoverers' and Pangbourne JJs' 
youth group party (see page 13-14) 
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