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St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
 
     St Thomas' third Christmas Tree Festival opened on 
Thursday December 18th. It was a dark and gloomy day and our 
first visitors arrived shaking their umbrellas as they stepped 
into the church.  It was in the porch that the scene was set, and 
interest aroused, by Goring Pre School’s delightful little tree. 
This was decorated with a real burst of colour, using imprints 
of the children’s hands (see back page).   
     NIneteen more trees glimmered and shone in the half light 
inside the church but the twentieth tree stood, bare of artificial 
lights, a truly delightful display of decorations made entirely of 
natural materials.  This was the contribution of Withymead 
Forest School.   
     This time there were more trees than in previous years. For 
this we want to extend very warm thanks to Andrew Ingram of 
the Tree Barn for supplying such attractive trees at very 
generous prices. As ever the contributors, old and new, showed 
great ingenuity in what they chose to make and display.  Our 
visitors came in large numbers and came again and again! If we 
take into account all the services held over the Christmas 
period there were probably over a thousand pairs of feet that 
passed over the threshold of our church in the ten days of the 
Festival. 
     We would all like to say how much we appreciate the 
enthusiasm of our contributors, the generosity of our visitors 
and the kindness all our helpers, without whom the festival 
would not be possible. The joy of Christmas surrounded us all. 
St Thomas’ Norman tower is in urgent need of repair and we 
were pleased to be able to contribute the substantial sum of 
around £600 to the Repair Fund.  
 

 The Ch  ristmas Tree Fes  tival Committee 
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  Pastoral letter :         No Fishing! 

 

                                   Recently, I read a story about a man  

                               who had had his right arm amputated  

                               sometime earlier.  However, he could  

                               still 'feel' his arm and suffered pain.   

                               The doctor called it 'phantom pain' and  

                               explained that, although his physical  

                               arm was no longer there, the man's 

brain still remembered the pain and sent out pain signals.  

The doctor retrained the man by having him face a mirror 

and tell his brain that his right arm was gone.  Over time, 

this therapy worked and eventually the man was free from 

pain. 

      The writer of this story, whose name is Tracy, went on 

to say that she could relate to that man's predicament 

because after she became a Christian, although she knew 

that her sin and its penalty were gone, she still suffered 

guilt and self-condemnation.  She felt that this was a kind 

of phantom pain, too. 

     I wonder how many of us can relate to Tracy's 

experience.  Why do we find it so hard to let go of our 

sins? Why is it that sometimes we find it even harder to 

forgive ourselves than to forgive others?  Joy and peace, 

we are told, are 'fruits of the spirit' which, as children of 

God, we should be experiencing daily.  And yet they can 

often elude us and we find ourselves reliving the past and 

'beating ourselves up' about our mistakes, especially when 

we know we have damaged other people by our actions. 

This paralysing guilt only uses up energy and prevents us 

from being all that God intends us to be. 
      

Contd… 
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     Tracy said the story challenged her to face herself 
"in the mirror of God's word", and indeed the bible is 
full of encouraging passages to help us with this 
problem. 

 1 John 3: 20 tells us: 'when our hearts condemn 
us ... God is greater than our hearts'. 
 

 In Matthew 26: 28, Jesus says, 'This is my blood 
of the new covenant which is poured out for 
many for the remission of sins.'   
When we keep dwelling on past failures, we are 
denying what Jesus did for us on the cross! 
 

 Colossians 3, verse 13: 
Be tolerant with one another and forgiving.  If 
any of you has cause for complaint, 
you must forgive as the Lord forgave you. (REB) 
I find this particularly helpful because, 
according to one commentator,  the Greek root 
word for 'one another' actually includes 
ourselves! So, we must forgive each other and 
ourselves as the Lord forgave us. 
 

 In Micah 7: 19 we read: 
You will again have compassion on us; you will 
tread our sins underfoot and hurl our iniquities 
into the depths of the sea. 

 
 

Contd… 
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Corrie ten Boom, the famous Dutch Christian 
writer, used to say, "God has put up a sign 
saying No Fishing Allowed".  By this she meant 
that we must resist the temptation to go casting 
about and fishing up those sins which Christ 
has paid for and God has forgiven.  We must 
learn to live in the light of God's forgiving grace 
and enjoy the freedom which Jesus bought for 
us. 

         If you have found these reflections helpful, you may 

like to read the bible passages listed below as well.   

     I wish you peace of mind and joy in your hearts 

throughout 2013. 

 Judith Aguda, Licensed Lay Minister 

 
Isaiah 43: 25; Psalm 103: 12;  Romans 8: 1; 2 Cor. 5: 
17; Hebrews 9: 11-15; 2 Peter 1: 5-9; 1 John 1: 9 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St Andrew’s Church 
 

 Royal Harmonics  
     Come to a barber shop concert plus other 

entertainment on Saturday 26 January 
2013 at 7.30pm.  The proceeds will go 
towards Help the Heroes, Royal 
Harmonics fund and St Andrew's 

Development fund. Refreshments will be provided. Everyone is 
welcome. 
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Photo by Jan Thomson 

 UB St Andrew's Prayer Group  

     This group will be meeting on Tuesday 5 February as usual.  
Instead of in church, Judith and Harry Hogg have kindly agreed 
to host it again whilst the weather is so cold: Crossways, Ferry 
Road, South Stoke. Everyone is welcome from 2.30-3.30pm.  

 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
 

 Christingle 2012 at St Thomas' 
2222  DDeecceemmbbeerr   
     The Christingle 
season began at St 
Thomas on the 
afternoon of 22 
December with a 
“Christingle-
making factory” in 
the Canterbury 
Room. Willing and 
eager workers of 
all ages (and a 
faithful, patient  
dog) attended to   
create the 
colourful oranges decorated with 
sweets and raisins, finished with a 
candle in the centre.  Over 100 oranges were prepared in less 
than an hour. 
     This Moravian tradition of  decorated oranges represents  
the four corners of the world with the fruits of the earth, and 
the candle in the center is a symbol  the Light of the World.  
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2244  DDeecceemmbbeerr  
     On the afternoon of 24 December at 3:00, the Christingle 
service began, with families and friends joining together to 
worship and celebrate the birth of Christ, the meaning of 
Advent…a new beginning.  In spite of wet weather, the church 
was filled for the special service. 
     A special thank you to all who helped in many ways on 22  
and 24 December: helpers, reader, stewards as well as all who 
came to the events. The retiring collection was sent to The 
Church of England’s Children’s Society which supports many 
vulnerable children in England: homeless teenagers, child 
carers, disabled, young people in trouble with the law and 
refugee children. 

  Jan Thomson 
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   POSADA 2012 – The Journey’s End 
     Did you meet Mary and Joseph on their travels in Goring 
and Streatley (and beyond) during Advent?   They stayed in 23 
different homes and 
not only did they 
share the daily lives 
of their hosts but 
also enjoyed a few 
treats including:  

 A visit to the 
park 

 A trip to the local 
swimming pool 

 Carol singing in Goring Arcade and, on another evening, at 
the Grange 

 Visits to Krazy Kids and to Goring Primary, Streatley 
Primary, Goring Pre-school and Warborough Primary 
School 

 They helped to buy a Christmas tree 
 They joined the ministry team for their Christmas lunch, 
during which they made friends with a family on the next 
table 

 They learnt to dance Gangnam Style 
 They visited local garden centres and went to the cinema 
(to see Nativity 2!) 

 They were taken to enjoy the Christmas Tree Festival at St 
Thomas’ Church and joined in with Christingle 
preparations 

 They met a whole host of different household pets and 
enjoyed many good dinners, including being guests at an 
18th wedding anniversary supper!  

     A selection of photographs and excerpts from their diary, 
are on display at St Thomas’ and St Mary’s. Thank you all for 

making Mary and Joseph so welcome.        Rev. Luci Heyn 
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Photo by Bernard 

Novell 

 St Thomas’ Flower Arrangers 
     The start of a new 
year and a new flower 
rota has now been 
pinned up in the church 
porch.  This year a 
familiar name does not 
appear.  Felicity Evers 
has relinquished her 
duties after over twenty 
years of flower 
arranging at  
St Thomas’.  She has 
been generous with her 
time and her artistic 
gifts. Felicity has helped 
with all the church 
festivals and has 
contributed to weddings 
and flower festivals too. 
She will be much 

missed.  Thank you Felicity. 
     Claire MacDonald has joined our 
team and is already demonstrating 

her talents having taken part in the ‘Carrying the Torch’ flower 
festival – a real challenge to start her off!  We would welcome 
others to come and join us.  It is a very pleasurable activity and 
our turn comes round only two or three times a year, to 
provide simple arrangements on the altar. Christmas, Easter 
and Harvest see us all involved in decorating our lovely church. 
     Please get in touch if you would like to help; you would be 
very welcome. No particular experience is required, just a love 
of flowers and of the church that we are enhancing. 

 Jenny Boyd (872109) 
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 Cursillo (cur-see-o) comes to St Thomas of 
Canterbury: you are invited to join in and find out 
more 

     Bishop John says: “Cursillo is one of 
God’s secret gifts to his Church. It has a 
wonderful contribution to make in 
renewing faith and planting joy and 
gratitude at the heart of the Christian 
life.  I do hope many will come and 
taste of this bubbling spring water and 

help to re-energise the churches of our diocese.” 
     Rowan Williams, when Archbishop of Canterbury, said: 
“Cursillo has been very powerfully used by God in the renewal of 
Christians and Christian communities of all styles and 
backgrounds. I am deeply grateful for all that has been done 
through its work.”  
     I say that there are many known to me in the Benefice, in our 
diocese and other dioceses, who have been greatly 
strengthened and encouraged in their Christian faith by 
Cursillo. It has given then added confidence to become active 
members of their Church communities and beyond.  
     On Saturday 16 March members of the Cursillo community 
from across the diocese will be meeting in the Canterbury 
Room for one of their monthly gatherings. You are invited to 
join them. The meeting will begin at 10.30am with coffee and 
conclude around noon with a Bring and Share lunch. There will 
be a little more explanation of the Cursillo movement in the 
next edition of the magazine or if you would like to know more 
now please contact me. 

 Rev Liz Dowding  (873140) 
 

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’ Church  
 

Kamuli Mission Hospital, Uganda - Sunday 10 February 
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     You will remember Dr Jim 
McWhirter`s talk to us last year 
about the Kamuli Mission Hospital 
and his work for it.  Since then Jim 
has fully retired medically so his 

last visit was purely administrative, to audit the effectiveness 
of the projects so far completed and to plan future support for 
the hospital. However, during his seventh visit in April 2012, 
he met a local doctor who now spends his time helping mission 
hospitals cope with the multitude of problems that besets 
them.  Jim therefore decided to devote this trip to visiting eight 
of these hospitals. 1400 miles were covered in two weeks with 
roads ranging from first class to ghastly.  Two 10 hour bus trips 
were taken and the rest by car.   These hospitals face common 
problems:  remote location;  poor rural subsistence farming 
catchment areas;  very limited financial resources;  problems 
attracting and retaining staff;  inconsistent donor support for 
capital projects.  
     How can we help? The Kamuli Mission Hospital and others 
in the rural areas of Uganda desperately need your help and 
support in order to continue their very necessary work.  Please 
let us give generously on 10th February so that their work may 
continue. 

 Pat Nias 
 

St Mary’s Church 
 

The Clarino Trio 

‘Mozart for Mother’s Day’ 

St Mary’s Church, Streatley 



12 

 

Saturday, 9 March, 7.30pm 

 

Performed on replicas of historical clarinets & basset 

horns used in the late C18th and early C19th, which 

magically capture Mozart’s sound world.  The concert 

will include excerpts from Mozart’s letters as well as arias 

from ‘The Marriage of Figaro’, ‘Clemeza di Tito’ and 

Divertimenti for basset horn trio. 

Adults £10, Seniors and students £8, children under 12, free.  

Group of 4: £30 

Tickets from: stmarysconcerts@hotmail.com  
 
 

The United Benefice 
  

 The Lent Course  
     Lent and Easter comes early this year so already 

you can sign up for the Lent Course.  Ecumenical 
groups will be meeting in different homes and studying 
the new York Course: "Glimpses of God - Hope for today's 

world". Please sign up on one of the lists in any of the Benefice 

mailto:stmarysconcerts@hotmail.com
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churches, on a day of the week that will suit you best. The cost 
of the booklet is £5.50.  Groups start on Monday 18 February 
and run for five sessions, with a combined Easter Celebration 
day after Easter itself. Everyone is welcome. 
 

 Women's World Day of Prayer 
     Do come to this service on Friday 1 March at 

1.30pm.  The speaker is Rev Corinne Smith, 
Chaplain at the Sue Ryder Hospice. This 
year's Service was prepared by the women of 

France and the theme is: "I was a stranger and  
     you welcomed me." 
     Refreshments will be served after the service, which will 
finish in time to collect children from school. Everyone is 
welcome. 

 Jean Davies and Judy Crawford 
 

 Calling all Carers 
     Ten of us enjoyed a bring-and-share lunch on 6th 
December.  This being purely a social occasion, there was lots 
of chat, laughter and a sense of getting to know each other even 
better. Since Calling all Carers evolved in 2009 it has grown 
considerably.  We have managed to influence our surgery in 
that more consideration is given to the needs of all carers, and 
have been able to to make our voices heard. Some of our 
members have become involved in the PPG meetings and 
attended other outside meetings.   
     Over the past years we have had many interesting 
speakers.  The work still goes on but, as most carers already 
know, I have decided to take a step back and am delighted to 
say that Ann Hart has agreed to take my place, and my thanks 
go to everyone for the lovely flowers given me.  Any and all 
carers are welcome to come to these meetings for mutual 
support and the passing on of helpful information and Ann 
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would be pleased to hear from you.  We are a very friendly 
informal lot! 

 Pat Nias 

 
 Sing-a-long afternoon at St Thomas', Goring 

Saturday 2 February 2013 at 3.00pm 
     Do come and join the United 
Benefice Choir for an afternoon of 
singing some of our favourite songs 
from a musical.  
February can be rather a grey, cold 
month, but singing is always a great 

way to cure the 'Winter Blues'!  You don't need to bring 
anything other than your voice.  Words (and some music) will 
be provided.  The afternoon will finish with refreshments in the 
Canterbury Room.  There is no charge for this event, but 
donations towards the St Thomas' Tower Fund will be greatly 
appreciated.  Please phone me (872020) if you have any 
questions.              

   Elizabeth Parkinson 
 

 
 Epiphany Women 

     On Sunday 6 January, Dorchester Abbey was host to 
approximately five hundred men and women, lay and ordained, 
for a Service on the Feast of the Epiphany to celebrate the gifts 
that ordained women have brought to the church in our 
Diocese.    
     The service had been beautifully crafted to express joy and 
thanksgiving for the ministry of ordained women, offering 
consolation to both men and women who had felt so bitterly 
betrayed by the failure of the vote in General Synod to permit 
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Women Bishops, while offering encouragement to all that there 
are ways forward. This was all within the setting of glorious 
music, song, prayer and celebration of the Eucharist.    
     The Venerable Karen Gorman’s sermon held one's attention 
thoughout.   She began appropriately with the Coming of the 
Magi and how, as gentiles, their gifts were accepted; going on 
to say, “with each woman here today there is a unique story; 
some of us have worked in the church for many years as lay 
workers, deacons, deaconesses; some entered the ordained 
ministry at the end of a long campaign by the Movement for the 
Ordination of Women, while others have found their vocation 
more recently and are experiencing a church where men and 
women are now largely selected and trained as equals.” She 
continued with stories of inspirational women, some biblical, 
some not. Women who had founded institutions like Bridget of 
Kildare, who led a monastery of men and women acclaimed as 
a centre of education, culture, worship and hospitality; 
Florence Nightingale and Catherine Booth from the Salvation 
Army among many others who have been under sung in a 
history that generally tends to be looked at from a patriarchal 
perspective. 
     Karen Gorman is Archdeacon of Buckingham and her 
complete sermon can be found at: 
http://www.oxfordanglican/documents/Epiphany%20sermon
pdf   
     After the service the congregation enjoyed time together 
with a glass of bubbly and chocolate cake thanks to the 
generosity of our Bishops and the ladies of Dorchester Abbey.  
     We were well represented at the service, both male and 
female being present. Wendy Middleton was one of an all 
female band of eight ringers in the Abbey Tower.  

 Rev Liz Dowding 
 

 

http://www.oxfordanglican/documents/Epiphany%20sermonpdf
http://www.oxfordanglican/documents/Epiphany%20sermonpdf
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 Jumping for Heroes 
     Rev. Mark Blamey, Vicar, would like this item to be included 
in From the Riverbank to encourage donations for a very brave 
Head of Streatley CoE Primary School! 

************ 
     'As a school each year we choose a charity to focus our 
fundraising and this year we have chosen Help for Heroes. 
The jump is on 20th April 2013, in (or should that be 
above?) an airfield just outside Swindon. 
     As well as a bit of a personal "once in a lifetime" 
challenge for me, it also comes from my personal response 
to seeing news broadcasts about the soldiers (many look 
very young to me) fighting on our behalf today and 
wanting to do something to help.' 

     Donations can be made via the churches or by clicking on  
 www.bmycharity.com/StreatleyprimaryHT .  Thank you for 
your support. 

 Chris Prickett 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

ARK PROPERTY 

SERVICES 

Plumbing 

Bathrooms 

Refurbishments 

Internal and External 

Maintenance 

Roofs and Gardens 

Call Paul Coakeley 

07881588203 / 

01189844480 

(sorry no gas work 
undertaken) 

 

http://www.bmycharity.com/StreatleyprimaryHT
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 Monthly green tip:    
      
     The shortage of bees has been bad news in recent 
years.  Wild bees are important for the pollination of 
many flowers, wild flowers in particular.    
     You can make your own bee house for wild bees by 
drilling lots of holes 7.5-12.5cm (3 to 5 inches) deep in a 
block of wood (no preservative), using drill sizes from 
2mm to 10mm.   Don't drill right through to form a tube 
and leave the holes smooth, not ragged.   Then provide 
an overhanging roof that keeps the front dry and hang in 
a south-facing position.    
     Or, collect similar lengths of hollow stems of plants 
such as cow parsley, elder, bamboo, teasels, reeds etc 
and cram them into a short length of waterproof outer, 
such as, drainage pipe.   Seal the back ends in some 
way and again hang in a sunny position, with a good 
roof overhang to keep them dry.  Then enjoy watching 
them in use in the summer. 

                                      Jenny and Tom Worthington  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Website 

     Thank you for your patience with the website virus 
problems.  The web is now back in use and fully functioning.  
     Would any of  you, who wrote the first articles for the 
Church Activities webpages, like to revise them in any way? 
Let me know and I will update them.  Any new photos of 
your event would also be appreciated.                     

     Caroline Blamey 
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 The Liturgical Calendar 
          3 February: Presentation of Christ 
 10 February: Sunday before Lent 
 13 February: Ash Wednesday 
 17 February: 1st Sunday of Lent 

         24 February: 2nd Sunday of Lent 
         25 February: The Annunciation 
 

 
The Bible 
 

I do not love 

this book 

because it is black 

enough to please Puritans, 

holy enough to scare demons, 

thick enough to stop bullets, 

heavy enough to squash flies; 

but because sometimes  

when I read it 

I am moved 

deeper than tears. 
 

I do not love this book 

because they say it is the very 

words of God, and polish 

every dot and comma, like 

golden ornaments in an 

idolatrous temple;  

but because sometimes 

when I read it 

God speaks in a strange 

tongue deeper than words. 

 

 

I do not love this book 

because the passionate 

preacher beats the truth out of 

it with his blunt fist 

and sharp ideas 

(for some use the book 

to support their opinions, 

as others might use it 

to support their tables). 

But I do love this book 

because sometimes  

when I read it 

I am disturbed by a truth 

deeper than thought. 

 

And when I read of Jesus, 

then I know, 

that he is the Truth, 

the living Word of God, 

whose Spirit moves my soul. 

 

© Peter Dainty, taken from ‘The Electric Bible’, 2005,  
Kevin Mayhew Publishers 
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Bible quote:   
 

     'But in your hearts revere Christ as 
Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But 
do this with gentleness and respect'.               

 1 Peter 3:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out this YouTube link. I found it really moving.  
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjQDl95tOcU 
 

The Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey  
01491 873128 

 vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 
 United Benefice church website: 

www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk 
www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk 

www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk 
 

Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of each 
month to: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 

To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held copy 
(10 per year) – contact Caroline Blamey on 873128. 

Alternatively this magazine is free to view on the UB church 
website (see above) under From the Riverbank.      

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjQDl95tOcU
mailto:Vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
http://www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk/
http://www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk/
http://www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk/
mailto:webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
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Goring Pre-School's tree 
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